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budget is passed making provision for all charges legiti-
mately payable out of the Consolidated Fund, the
Governor-General would, in the event of this suggestion
being adopted, have the satisfaction that no authority
could touch the fund or operate on it in such a manner
as to leave an insufficient margin for payment of amounts
charged directly on the Consolidated Fund.

Secondly, the Auditor-General should be given author-
ity over all expenditure from Indian revenues, whether
such expenditure is incurred in India or outside India. At
present, there are two independent Auditors for expendi-
ture chargeable to Indian revenues. For expenditure in
India, there is the Auditor-General appointed by the
Secretary of State in Council under section 96 D of the
Government of India Act For financial transactions in
the United Kingdom, there is a separate Auditor ap-
pointed by His Majesty under section 27 of the Govern-
ment of India Act, who is independent of the Auditor-
General in India. Whereas the position of the Home
Auditor (as he may be called for brevity) is defined at
fairly great length in section 27 of the Act, the powers and.
functions of the Auditor-General are derived from statu-
tory rules framed by the Secretary of State in Council
which can be altered by that authority at any time. This
is anomalous and should be put right. The powers and
functions of the Auditor-General should be laid down, as
in England, in an Exchequer and Audit Departments Act,
and he should have cognizance over all financial transac-
tions, whether in India or outside. The Home Auditor
should be in the position of his deputy.

Thirdly, whereas the English Auditor-General, under
section 2 of the Exchequer and Audit Departments Act of
1921, exercises scrutiny over accounts of receipt of revenue
and is entitled to see that adequate regulations and pro-